CHAPTER n

CONTROVERSIES WITH  GREAT BRITAIN

No two nations have ever had more intimate re-
lationships than the United States and Great
Britain. Speaking the same language and owning
a common racial origin in large part, they have
traded with each other and in the same regions,
and geographically their territories touch for three
thousand miles. During the nineteenth century
the coastwise shipping of the United States was
often forced to seek the shelter of the British West
Indies. The fisherfolk of England and America
mingled on the Grand Bank of Newfoundland and
on the barren shores of that island and of Labrador,
where they dried their fish. Indians, criminals,
and game crossed the Canadian boundary at will,
streams flowed across it, and the coast cities vied
for the trade of the interior, indifferent to the
claims of national allegiance. One cannot but be-
lieve that this intimacy has in the long run made